Minutes for PC meeting 21st November 2011

Present: Cllrs. D Brampton (Chairman; N Oliver; J Amsden; S Sheldon; D Moore.

Parish clerk: Mrs P Beckett (also Responsible Finance Officer)

Members of the public

	1
	Consideration of Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies to consider



	2
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 05 September 2011 were approved and signed.


	3
	Declaration of interest.  
Cllr Oliver declared a personal interest I item 4. as an employee of NEDL.
Cllr. Sheldon expressed a personal interest in 5.2 as a recipient of expenses.



	0
	Dr Malcolm Petyt – member of YDNPA

Dr Petyt explained to the Council the role of the Secretary of State appointed Authority members and the lengthy application process they go through.  He then went on to inform the Council of four issues affecting the Park at the current time: Cut of 30% in Government income; the production of the new Housing Development Plan document; the main Park’s Management Plan due to be updated for 2013-2018; the Defra Governance Review.


	4
	Clerk’s report on actions taken for the period 06 September to 15 November 11 and On-going /new Village issues   (A copy of the report is appended to these minutes)
Electricity cabling/street lights – Council was informed that the work on this project was expected to be finished by the end of November.
Council instructed the Clerk to send a note of thanks for good, considerate work to Martin Robinson (CE Electric) and Mark Veide, Gary O’Brien and Shaun (clancydocwra).                      Action: Parish Clerk       



	4.1.
	Parish Plan and Action Plan – standing item
     
 New Pavilion –
H&S and Fire Risk Assessments  - these are important documents which are required by law and for a valid insurance policy.  As yet the Council has not approved either document and is waiting for comments on the draft H&S Risk Assessment from the CPFA and a copy of the Fire Inspection Report requested in July.
Council agreed that the Chairman would discuss both of these documents with the secretary of the CPFA with a view to getting a final copy of the H&S Document to approve at the January meeting and a copy of the Fire Inspectors Report to form part of an initial draft of a Fire Safety Risk Assessment.                                                                            Action: Cllr. Brampton


	4.2
	Parish Communications – standing item
4.2.1 – Newsletter
Council was informed that the next Newsletter would be out in mid-December.  The Winter Weather leaflet from RDC would be included with it.
4.2.2 - Website
There was nothing to raise on this item.


	4.3
	Parish caretaker
Current/future work requirements   -  Council checked the Caretaker’s timesheets for September and October and noted payment of £134.00 for Sep 11 and £147.00 for Oct 11 work plus petrol.

A map showing the drains in the village has not yet been produced.  When this is available the Parish Caretaker will be asked to ensure that these are kept clear of leaves during the winter period.

See Agenda item 4.4 below.                                                                   Action: Cllrs. Brampton and Sheldon
Questionnaire – There was no constructive discussion on the findings from the questionnaire.

	4.4. 
	Cutting of Village Green – (new agenda item)
Council approved the payment of £695 to Mr Tom Knowles for grass cutting for 2011 in line with his tender received.
Mr Knowles has informed the Council that he will not be tendering to cut the grass in 2012.  He thanked the Council for its trade over the past years.

Council agreed that it would be proposed that the Parish Caretaker would cut the Village Green in 2012 using the mower owned by jointly by Carperby Playing Fields Association and Carperby Rovers Football Club.  The Chairman will approach the CPFA on this matter.
Action: Cllr. Brampton

It was suggested that eventually the Council, Playing Fields Association and Football Club will need to jointly plan for the purchase a new machine to replace the current machine (this could be about £8000.00.)  This will be discussed further at the January meeting when the precept for 2012/13 is approved.

The Council were informed that during electrical/water work in the village an RDC re-cycling vehicle had damaged the Village green by the Cross.  This was reported to RDC who eventually, reluctantly agreed to send someone out to assess the damage. in order to carry out a repair.   Meanwhile a resident had made good the damage.   Over the last few months Yorkshire Water has had cause to dig into the Village Green on several occasions.  This, coupled with the work required for the electricity undergrounding project, has left the Village Green in need of some repair work.   This needs to be addressed in the Spring.


	4.5.
	Parking issues – (new agenda item)

Council was informed that there had been problems with parking at the west/central part of the village due to the work being undertaken by the Electricity undergrounding and Yorkshire Water.   This had meant that parking space was at a premium.  It had been noted cars had not always been parked sensibly in the area outside the Vicarage, and on occasions the spacing between parked cars meant that sometimes there were only three cars when there is usually enough room for five cars. 
Council instructed the Clerk to enquire from NYCC Highways who owned this land with a view to requesting that lined parking bays be painted on the surface.                                     Action: Parish Clerk
With regards to other areas of the village it was noted that parking is always at a premium and that residents who have their own off-street parking are respectfully asked to use it inconsideration for those residents who do not have off-street parking of their own.
A note to this effect, and a reminder that residents must not park on the Village Green  will go in the December Newsletter.                                                                                                         Action: Cllr. Sheldon


	4.6.
	RDC – Upper Dales Area Partnership – standing item
Parish Connect Web-site  -The work on this web-site, which is being funded by the RDC Upper Dales Area Partnership, has now been completed.  The Clerk has attended a training course in its use.  It is not yet live for residents to access but it is hoped that this will happen in the near future. 
Grant Applications  - See item 4.9.


	4.7.

	Local health issues – standing item
Patient Transport Book.  – This gives details of the new criteria required to book transport to James Cook and The Friarage hospitals and calls for more volunteer drivers from the Dales area.
Council agreed that Cllr. Amsden should give this book to the Clerk to be kept with the Council papers.   There will also be an item in the December newsletter.    Action: Cllrs. Amsden and Sheldon

                                                                                                    

	4.8.
	Carperby Conservation Plan
Council noted that the text for the boards had been agreed and had been sent to a contractor for costing.  

	4.9.
	Children’s Play Area

Provision of new play equipment for under-5s

Council agreed to submit an application to the RDC Upper Dales Area Partnership for £500 towards the cost of purchasing and installing a “bucket” swing.                                                 Action: Parish Clerk                          
Maintenance charges for Play Area
Council noted the letter and figures sent by RDCllr. Fleur Butler regarding the current costs to PCs of the maintenance of the play parks by RDC.  It was agreed that no additional response to RDC was necessary.


	4.10.
	Registration of Parish Council Land
Council approved the further payment of £120 to the Land Registry for the survey of the Parish lands for registration purposes. 


	4.11.
	Community Library Project 
It has not been possible to progress this project and it was agreed that it should be removed from the Agenda.
 

	4.12.

	Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations

Commemorative mugs. – The Clerk presented Council with a variety of mug prices which she had gleaned from the internet.  Council was informed that there was £23.42 in the Jubilee account from 2002.  Council was reminded that in 2002 the Chairman of the Parish Council handed out mugs at the celebration event. Council discussed who should present the mugs to the children and when and where this would take place.   The Chairman indicated that he might be away the weekend of the Jubilee Celebrations. 

Council agreed that the mugs should be presented at a celebration event.  Cllr. Brampton agreed to discuss this with the CPFA and arrange a meeting for interested parties.
Action: Cllr. Brampton

Council agreed that Diamond Jubilee mugs would be purchased from Norfolk China Ltd. There would be sufficient to give one to each child up to the age of 18 years in the parish and have some extra for residents to buy if they wish. Council instructed the Clerk to check if there were any constraints on the number of mugs that could be purchased from Norfolk China Ltd.                                                                                                                  Action: Parish Clerk

Leeds Morris Men  - Council noted the e-mail received from the Leeds Morris men re a possible dancing display in Carperby on the Monday of the BH weekend. and agreed to invite them to dance in the village.                                                                                                                           Action: Parish Clerk
Jubilee Beacon  -  Council decided not to construct  a formal beacon.


	4.13
	Freeholder’s Wood

Cllr Oliver informed Council that a Land Registry search had been carried out regarding ownership and subsequent recorded rights of Freeholder’s Wood.  The response referred to two documents which were being sought.


	4.14.
	Aysgarth Station – (new agenda item)
Council noted the e-mail received from The Wensleydale Railway re the future plans for development on the site of the old station which it owns, with an invite to an open-day for councillors on Saturday 3 December 11.  Cllr. Sheldon agreed to attend on behalf of the Council. 


	5.
	Financial Matters

	5.1
	Bank accounts – A summary of the bank account details was available at the meeting.

The balance of the Business Premier Acct. as of 28 Oct 11 stands at £2,605.35 and the balance of the Current Acct. as of 09 Nov 11 stands at £1838.92 plus LEADER funding in January approx. £450 and income from land lets in March £1005.00 

Total funds  =   £5899.27 
Recommended reserve = £3,652.50

Committed/earmarked money for 2011/12 = £2,344.88
Total committed =   £5,997.38
Uncommitted funds = NIL as at 21 November  11.



	5.2.
	Payments/Purchases/Income –
The following payments were authorized:
1. Payment of £10.78 to Mr Sheldon for web-site domain name 
2. Payment of £55.86 to Mrs P Beckett for ½ yr exps. 
3. Payment of £48.00 to Carperby Village Institute for room hire.

Income: £1,850 RDC precept; £522.50 LEADER grant; £56.00 from the Carperby Rovers Football Club for petrol was noted.
NYCCllr. John Blackie presented the Council with a cheque for £750 from his Upper Dales allocation of the NYCC Richmondshire Area Committee.    This grant is towards the new conservation street lights which have been erected during the recent electricity undergrounding project.

The Council thanked Cllr. Blackie for his generosity.



	5.3.
	Requests for Funding

The following requests for funding:

South Cleveland Heart Fund.  Council approved a donation of £50.00 under s137 powers
Assoc. of Rural Communities – Council approved the renewal of membership £10.00
CAB Council approved a donation of £40.00


	6.
	Planning

	6.1.
	New Applications:  

There are no new applications to consider


	6.2.
	Outstanding Applications:
There are none to consider at the meeting.


	6.3.
	Enforcement Issues
There are no new or outstanding enforcement issues.


	7.
	Items from External Organizations

	7.1.
	Boundary Commission for England

The proposal is to split the Upper dales area with Swaledale remaining in the Richmond constituency and Wensleydale moving into the Skipton and Ripon constituency.

Council discussed the proposed changes to Electoral Boundaries and agreed that a response strongly objecting  to the proposals should be submitted to the consultation exercise.  

Action: Cllr. Sheldon and Parish Clerk

	7.2.
	YDNPA – Housing Development Plan

Council noted the submission of the Housing Development Plan (HDP) to the Secretary of State on 10th October.

Council discussed a letter from Austwick PC expressing concerns over the YDNPA intended future interpretation of the key policy in the HDP that will control new house building in the Park.  It will allow houses to be sold on the open market.  Council was sympathetic to this concern but thought they would be fighting a losing battle in the current economic climate to try and change this.
Council instructed the Clerk to send a non-committal note in response to the letter.

Action: Parish Clerk



	7.3.
	Richmondshire Eco Week
Council agreed that whilst it would be nice to plant some trees in the parish there was no suitable land.


	7.4.
	Report from RDCCllr.
Cllr. Amsden gave a brief report on the proposed housing for Leyburn in the RDC Local Development Plan. The Clerk had attended a consultation meeting in Leyburn on this topic.


	7.5
	Report from NYCCllr.

Cllr. Blackie updated Council on the following topics:
· Coming consultation on the paediatric/maternity units at the Friarage

· A pilot timetable for the Little White bus from Hawes to pick-up in Carperby on Tuesdays in December.  Also a Sunday service to link the north side of the dale with the bus for Northallerton.
· The waiting list for Sycamore Hall now stands at 49 and the waiting list for social housing in Hawes and High Abbotside is 119



	8.
	Correspondence  Received

	8.1
	See end of Clerk’s Report, for information only.  (issues to note are written in blue)


	9.
	Items for next meeting agenda
· Budget/precept for 2012/13


	10.
	Date of next meeting.
Date to be arranged, 7.30 pm. Village Institute, Carperby.  



